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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the application. 
Listing of Claims: 

1,-35. (Cancelled) 

36. (New) A method for increasing the useful life of paper insulation immersed in a dielectric 
fluid, comprising; 

adding to the dielectric fluid between 5 and 25% by weight, based on the total weight of 
the dielectric fluid, of an ester compound selected from: (a) soya, sunflower, canola, rapeseed, 
corn, peanut, cottonseed, crambe, and meadowfoam oils, the high oleic content versions thereof 
and blends thereof; and (b) diesters, polyol esters and blends thereof, wherein the diesters are 
selected from the group consisting of adipates, azelates, sebacates, dodecanedioates, phthalates, 
dimerates and blends thereof, and wherein the polyol esters are selected from the group 
consisting of neopentyl glycol, trimethylolpropane, pentaerythritol, dipentaerythritol and blends 
thereof, and wherein the dielectric fluid further comprises 0. 1 to 2.5 wt% of a co-additive 
selected from the group consisting of antioxidants and pour point depressants. 

37. (New) The method of claim 36, wherein the ester compound is a vegetable oil. 

38. (New) The method of claim 37, wherein the ester compound is soya oil. 

39. (New) The method of claim 38, wherein the soya oil has a high oleic content. 

40. (New) The method of claim 37, wherein the dielectric fluid comprises a petroleum-based 
mineral oil. 

41. (New) The method of claim 37, wherein the dielectric fluid comprises an ct-polyolefin. 
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42. (New) The method of claim 37, wherein the co-additive is an antioxidant. 

43. (New) The method of claim 37, wherein the dielectric fluid comprises a blend of a mineral 
oil, a vegetable oil and an antioxidant, 

44. (New) The method of claim 36, wherein the ester compound comprises a mixture of 
vegetable oils. 

45. (New) The method of claim 36, wherein the dielectric fluid is contained within an electrical 
distribution device comprising a transformer, a regulator and switchgear. 

46. (New) The method of claim 45, wherein the electrical distribution device is a transformer. 

47. (New) A method, comprising: 

providing an electrical distribution device, wherein the electrical distribution 
device comprises a conductor insulated by a paper insulating material, and wherein the paper 
material is impregnated with a mineral oil, 

extending the service life of the paper insulating material in the electrical 
distribution device by replacing the mineral oil with a dielectric fluid comprising a mineral oil 
and between 5 and 25 wt%, based on the total weight of the dielectric fluid, of an ester 
compound selected from the group consisting of soya oil, sunflower oil, the high oleic content 
versions thereof and blends thereof, and wherein the dielectric fluid further comprises from 0,1 to 
2.5 wt% of an antioxidant. 

48. (New) The method of claim 47, wherein the ester compound is soya oil 

49. (New) The method of claim 48, wherein the soya oil is a high oleic content soya oil. 

50. (New) The method of claim 47, wherein the electrical distribution device is a transformer. 
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